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Flagler Animal Services

1 Shelter Drive, Palm Coast, FL 32137

386-246-8612

FLORIDA STATE LAW REGARDING 

ANIMAL HOUSING/SHELTERS

Florida State Statute 828.12 Cruelty to Animals

A person who unnecessarily overloads, overdrives, torments, deprives of necessary sustenance or SHELTER, or unnecessarily mutilates, or kills any animal, or causes the same to be done, or carries in or upon any vehicle, or otherwise, any animal in a cruel or inhumane manner, is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or by fine or not more than 5,000 or both.

Florida State Statutes Administrative Code Section 3.4 Outdoor Housing Facilities

(a) Restrictions.

1. The following categories of dogs or cats must not be kept in outdoor facilities, unless that practice is specifically approved by the attending veterinarian:

(i) Dogs or cats that are not acclimated to the temperatures prevalent in 

                              the area or region where they are maintained;

(ii) Breeds of dogs or cats that cannot tolerate the prevalent temperatures of the area without stress or discomfort (such as short-haired breeds in cold climates); and

(iii) Sick, infirm, aged or young dogs or cats.

2.  When their acclimation status is unknown, dogs or cats must not be kept in outdoor facilities when the ambient temperature is less than 50 degrees F (10 degrees C).

(b) Shelter from the elements.  Outdoor facilities for dogs or cats must include one or more shelter structures that are accessible to each animal in each outdoor facility, and that are large enough to allow each animal in the shelter structure to sit, stand, and lie in a normal manner, and to turn about freely.  In addition to the shelter structures, one or more separate outside areas of shade must be provided, large enough to contain all the animals at one time and protect them from the direct rays of the sun.  Shelter in outdoor facilities for dogs or cats must contain a roof, four sides, and a floor, and must:

1.  Provide the dogs and cats with adequate protection and shelter from the cold and heat;

2.  Provide the dogs and cats with protection from the direct rays of the sun and the direct effect of wind, rain, or snow;

3. Be provided with a wind break and a rain break at the entrance; and

4. Contain clean, dry, bedding material if the ambient temperature is below 50 degrees F (10 degrees C).  Additional clean, dry bedding is required when the temperature is 35 degrees F (1.7 degrees C) or lower.

(c) Construction.  Building surfaces in contact with the animals in outdoor housing facilities must be impervious to moisture.  Metal barrels, cars, refrigerators or freezers, and the like must not be used as shelter structures.  The floors of outdoor housing facilities may be compacted earth, absorbent bedding, sand, gravel, or grass, and must be replaced if there are any prevalent odors, diseases, insects, pests, or vermin.  All surfaces must be maintained on a regular basis.  Surfaces of outdoor housing facilities – including houses, dens, etc. – than cannot be readily cleaned or sanitized, must be replaced when worn or soiled.

FLAGLER COUNTY ORDINANCE

Sec. 5-61. - Leashed/under control of owner and tethering.
(b) Where a dog is being held or kept outdoors, a tether may be used as a means of direct control of the dog,   

      only if all of the following conditions are met:
(1) Any tether must be of sufficient strength to prevent escape but may not place the animal in danger of 
injury or death.
a. Choke or prong collars are prohibited during tethering of an animal. Logging chains, vehicle tow
chains, or welded metal link chains with links larger than 2.5 millimeters in thickness may not be used to tether an animal regardless of the size or length of the tether.
b.   The addition of weight to an animal's collar, harness, or tether is prohibited.
c.   The tether must be attached to the animal by a properly applied collar or harness, with a swivel 
      hook, and configured so as to protect the animal from injury and prevent entanglement with other 
      objects and/or animals. A leash or lead may not be attached directly to the animal's neck in lieu 
      of a manufactured collar or harness. 

d.   The tether shall be of a length and weight to allow an animal to move at least twelve (12) feet in 
      all directions from the point of tethering. The tether shall not be attached to a stationary object or 
      trolley at a point or location that would allow the animal to extend the tether over a fence or
      other object or edge in such manner that could result in the strangulation of or injury to the 
      animal. 

e.   Unattended, tethered animals must have access to proper shelter for protection from the weather, 
      extreme temperatures, and direct sunlight. Unattended, tethered animals must have access to 
      sufficient wholesome food and potable water.
(2) A tethered dog must be released from the tether and confined in an alternate manner for not less than 
ten (10) continuous hours during each twenty-four (24) hour period.
(3) A dog may never be left tethered and unattended on vacant or abandoned property.

(4) Notwithstanding the exception provided in subsection (5) below, a dog that is sick or injured cannot be tethered as a means of confinement by the owner nor may a puppy under the age of six (6) months be tethered at any time unless the owner is present and attending to the puppy during the entire time the puppy is tethered.
(5) A dog classified as dangerous pursuant to F.S. Ch. 767, or its successor, may only be kept on a tether 
       according to the foregoing requirements if it is otherwise secured within a proper enclosure as   

                      required by law.
(6) In accordance with F.S. § 163.3162, or its successor, the provisions of this subsection do not apply to dogs that are kept or used on lands being used for a bona fide farm operation on lands classified as agricultural pursuant to F.S. § 193.461 or its successor.

(Ord. No. 93-15, § 1, 11-15-93; Ord. No. 2010-04, § 2(3), 2-1-10; Ord. No. 2019-05, § 2, 9-16-19)

CITY OF BUNNELL ORDINANCE

Sec. 10-180. - Prohibition of tethering dogs to stationary objects while outdoors; exceptions.

(a) No person shall tether a dog to a stationary object while outdoors, except when all of the following 

conditions are met:

(1) The tether is connected to the dog by a commercially available buckle-type collar or a body 

harness made of nylon or leather that is of sufficient size to adequately and safely restrain the dog.

(2) The tether is of a size and weight that is reasonably necessary to safely restrain the dog without placing excessive strain or weight on the dog.

(3) The tether is at least five times the length of the dog's body, as measured from the tip of the nose to the base of the tail.

(4) The dog is not tethered outside in periods of extreme weather, including but not limited to extreme heat (in excess of 85 degrees) or cold (lower than 50 degrees), thunderstorms, lightning, tornadoes, tropical storms or hurricanes.

(5) The dog has access to water, shelter, shade, and dry ground.

(6) The dog is a least six months of age.

(7) The dog is not sick or injured.

(8) If there are multiple dogs, each dog is tethered separately.

(9) There shall be no tethering of any dog during the hours which occur from dusk until dawn.

(Ord. No. 2018-04 , § 1, 2-26-18)

CITY OF FLAGLER BEACH ORDINANCE
Sec. 5-11. - Cruelty to animals.
(1) Chaining or tethering of dogs. Except as otherwise provided herein, the unsupervised, unattended outdoor tethering of a 
      dog is prohibited, whether or not the dog is otherwise inside a fenced or enclosed outdoor area. Where the dog is being held or 
      kept outdoors, a tether may be used as a means of direct control of the dog, only if all of the following conditions are met:

• Any tether must be of sufficient strength to prevent escape. The tether must be attached to the dog by a properly fitted 
  and applied commercially available collar or harness made of leather or nylon and configured so as to protect the dog 
  from injury and prevent entanglement with other objects and/or dogs. A swivel hook shall attach the tether to the collar 
  and a swivel hook shall attach the tether to the point of tethering. A leash or lead shall not be attached directly to the 
  dog's neck in lieu of a manufactured collar or harness. Chain, choke, slip, or prong collars are prohibited during tethering 
  of a dog. The tether shall not be attached to a stationary object or trolley at a point or location that would allow the dog to 
  extend the tether over a fence or other object or edge in such manner that could result in the strangulation of or injury to 
  the dog. The tether shall not be attached to any item that may become mobile, such as a car or truck.

• Any tether used must be of an appropriate size and weight reasonably necessary to restrain the dog without causing 
  excessive strain or weight on the dog.

• No tethering system shall extend closer than six feet from any property line or fence line.

• A tethering system must allow a dog to move a distance of five times the length of the dog from shoulder to hip in all 
  directions from the point of tethering.

• Multiple dogs must be tethered separately in a manner than prevents entanglement of the tethering systems.

• A dog attached to a tethering system must have access to water, shade, and dry ground at all times while tethered.

• Dog waste shall not be allowed to accumulate within the area in which a dog is tethered.

• An owner or responsible party must be on the property at all times while a dog is attached to a tethering system.

• Except as provided hereinafter, a dog shall be in visible range of the owner or responsible party at all times while    

  attached to a tethering system. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the owner or responsible party may be out of visual range 
  of the dog for one period per day of up to thirty (30) minutes between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and noon a.m. and one
  period per day of up to thirty (30) minutes between the hours of 12:01 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. The property owner or 
  responsible party shall remain on the property and periodically monitoring the condition and safety of the dog during any 
  such periods.

• A dog may never be left tethered and unattended on vacant or abandoned property.

• A dog shall not be tethered outdoors during weather events that may reasonably threaten the health of the dog. For 
  purposes of this paragraph, weather events that may reasonably threaten the health of the dog include: temperatures 
  above ninety (90) degrees Fahrenheit, temperatures below forty (40) degrees Fahrenheit, thunderstorms, tornadoes, 
  tropical storms, and hurricanes.

• A dog that is sick or injured cannot be tethered as a means of confinement by the owner nor may a puppy under the age 
  of six months be tethered at any time.

• A dog classified as dangerous pursuant to F.S. Ch. 767, or its successor, may only be kept on a tether according to the 
  foregoing requirements if it is otherwise secured within a proper enclosure as required by law.

In accordance with F.S. § 163.3162, or its successor, the provisions of this subsection do not apply to dogs that are kept or used on lands being used for a bona fide farm operation on lands classified as agricultural pursuant to F.S. § 193.461 or its successor.

(1) Outdoor shelters:
• Any dog or pup that is left unattended outdoors must at all times be provided with access to water and proper shelter 
  with ventilation that has appropriate dimensions for the size, condition and breed of each dog.

• Shelters must be structurally sound and maintained in good repair to protect dogs from injury. They shall have no sharp 
  edges or points.

• Shelters with wire floors must be of a small enough mesh as to not allow the dog's feet to fall through the openings. A 
  solid or soft area must be provided as a sleeping area.

• Metal barrels, vehicles and the like shall not constitute proper shelter.

• Shelters must protect the dog against inclement weather, preserve body heat and allow them to remain dry. Additional 
  bedding material must be provided when temperatures are below fifty (50) degrees Fahrenheit.

• Dogs shall not be housed outdoors during weather events that may reasonably threaten the health of the dog. For
  purposes of this paragraph, weather events that may reasonably threaten the health of the dog include: temperatures 
  above ninety (90) degrees Fahrenheit, temperatures below forty (40) degrees Fahrenheit, thunderstorms, tornadoes, 
  tropical storms, and hurricanes.

• Floors and walls of shelters must be constructed in such a manner so that they are impervious to moisture and may be 
  readily sanitized. These shelters must be cleaned periodically with the regular removal of food, waste and debris.

(Ord. No. 2002-30, § 1(Exh.A), 12-12-02; Ord. No. 2009-11, § 2, 6-25-09; Ord. No. 2020-01, § 2, 2-27-20)

